Dear Parents,

The Brazos Christian School band performance faculty welcomes you to an exciting and challenging year.  The following document explains the policies of the Band Department and we ask for your assistance in its implementation.  One of our philosophies at Brazos Christian School is that education is a partnership between the parents and the teachers.  To achieve this partnership, we need communication from both parties so that we can be most effective in our teaching.  Therefore, please read the following information very carefully.

PARTICIPATION IN PERFORMING ORGANIZATIONS 

Every band student has enrolled in his/her performance class on a voluntary basis.  This parent-student commitment to a performing organization signifies special musical interest and motivation.  It also means acceptance of the responsibility to support the performance team by recognizing and fulfilling these conditions:
1. Band is a full year class. Once enrolled, students will be expected to remain in his/her performance class throughout the year.
2. Students and/or parents should address all questions regarding participation in or attendance to a specific performance class to Mr. Hansen.
3. Students may switch between band and choir classes, but only at the beginning of the year.
4. Students are responsible for the folder and music issued.  Students must pay replacement costs of all lost/damaged music.

GRADES  

Students will be given a grade on their report card of either (E) Exceeds expectations, (S) Satisfactory, or (N) Needs improvement.  The following areas will be used to assess grades:

Participation:  Evaluation is based on the student’s behavior during class as well as preparedness and punctuality.  Grades will be lowered if students do not have all necessary items in every class (e.g. instrument, accessories, music, pencil). 

Tests:  Evaluation will be based on written and playing tests given throughout the semester.  Students will be given ample time to prepare for tests and will have a chance to make up poor grades.

Concert:  Evaluation will be based on behavior and correct concert attire (see below).  

Practice Report Card: Each week students will be given a practice report card to record their practice time.  Students are required to practice one hour per week. No report card will be accepted in the incorrect format, without a name, or more than 7 days late.  PRC’s are due every Friday unless indicated otherwise

The easiest way to submit a PRC is online at bcsband.weebly.com.  You will find an electronic form to submit practice time for the week.  The submissions are time stamped so Mr. Hansen can tell when the PRC was submitted. If you do not want to submit the report card electronically a paper copy will need to be provided in its place.

PERFORMANCES

Performance is an important part of the student’s musical education and provides an opportunity for the students to demonstrate musical growth and talent.  Any absence from a performance hurts not only the student but the rest of the ensemble as well.  Participation in all performances is required of every student enrolled in a music performance class. 

Excused Absences
· Any student excused from school on the day of a performance will be excused from the concert.
· Any student required to quarantine because of Covid-19, regardless of symptoms or a positive test, will be excused from the concert.
· A family emergency.
· Any unavoidable circumstance (such as family trip planned before receiving concert calendar) can be preapproved no less than 1 week before the performance.  Preapproval must be obtained in writing from the student’s parent.

Students excused from the concert will have to complete an assignment that takes roughly the same amount of time as the concert.  If this assignment is completed satisfactorily, the student will receive full credit for their concert grade.

Unexcused Absences
· Any absence where approval was not given more than 1 week beforehand.
· Sport practices or games.  If a conflict with a Brazos Christian sporting event arises, Mr. Hansen will communicate with Coach Green and work out the conflict.  Non-school sporting events are not excused.
· Not having transportation to the concert.  If you require transportation to the concert, please contact Mr. Hansen and he will find a ride for you.

Students not excused from the concert will not receive credit for that concert.  No opportunity will be given to make up the grade.

Students will be expected to exhibit correct concert behavior on the night of the concert.  This includes being ready to go at call time, listening carefully while other groups are performing, applauding when appropriate, and performing with poise and maturity.

CONCERT DRESS 

All our 5th-8th grade concert dress is standardized for both band and choir.  Information about the concert dress can be found at bcsband.weebly.com

CALENDAR

Please go to bcsband.weebly.com for the most up to date calendar.


The Brazos Christian School music faculty is very pleased that your child is participating in one of the BCS music performance classes.  We know that the policies we have outlined will enable the music program to run smoothly.  

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated!

Sincerely,
David Hansen
Director of Bands
Brazos Christian School
Email: dhansen@bcseagles.org
Cell: (214) 907-1459


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




Please return this page by Friday, August 20, 2021
We have read and understand the concepts and philosophies delineated in the BCS Band Department policy letter.
STUDENT NAME___________________________________________________________
STUDENT SIGNATURE_______________________________________________________
PARENT SIGNATURE________________________________________________________
